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Why are E-twinning projects, Comenius and Erasmus+
school partnerships and In-Service Trainings valuable for
my teaching and how have they strengthened the European
dimension in education?

Some people used to ask me why | gotinvolved in Comenius, Co-funded by the
now so called Erasmus + projects. The answer has always been - Erasmus+ Programme
easy, the involvement raisesthe intercultural competence of my of the European Union
pupils as well as of my colleagues and staff who joined the

project.It definitely has a positive influence on everyday life in

schools even though there are still teachers that can not realize why an understanding  of the diversity of European
cultures and languages is important and motivating for learning foreign languages , for showing more tolerance
towards other cultures and people. | have to admit that those teachers are still admirers of the traditional way of
learning and teachingand have nointerestsin involving themselvesand their pupilsactivelyinto anyaspectofcreative
work. So, be prepared to work with enthusiastic teachers who want to improve their methods of teaching in order to
ensurea successful project.

My pupils have boosted their social skills and their ability to work n teams through many activities and tasks. Many of
them have gained some knowledgeand ICTcompetendies and became more self confidentandmotivated tolearn. My
school 0% Borovje as well as our partner schools got the opportunity to explore different countries, cultures, ways of
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thinking and living. The projects have become a part of our curriculum and interests. They have helped in developing
our creative approaches. Integrating a European project into the curriculum has not been always easy. Sometimes we
have had to rearrange some plans and have posed some difficulties and problems to the management of the school,
butwehave always managed tofindasuccessful solution. So do not be discouraged.

We have produced many end products such as booklets, brochures, DVD/CD-s, exhibitions, videos, artistic
performances and others. We have improved our teaching and learning methods and other pedagogical approaches
and have addedadditional resources, ideasand skills to our school. Also, Ihave been lucky to havea few colleagues who
have been familiar with Information and Communication Technology , so we've managed without an ICT teacher to
monitorour progress and self-evaluation, aswell asour dissemination of results which are crucial for the successof the
project.

You may ask yourself what are the benefits of the mobilities thatwe have had so far. They are of great importance tous
because we have deepened the sense of Europeanidentity andcitizenship among our students by travelling withthem
to France, Bulgaria and Portugal. They have met new friends, improved their language competences, discovered new
cultures and seensights of national importance.

My preparatory visitto Portugal (Escola Secundaria Rafael Bordalo Pin heiro) located in Caldas daRainhaenabled me
tomeetapotential partner institutionand toagree upon the topicofthe project. Preparatory visitsusually last up tofive
days and they enabled me to meet coordinators from ltaly, Finland, Poland, Germanyand Portugal. Ourmain interests
werefindingways topreserve forests as well as how the protect the environment.





image4.png
My in-service trainings, courses abroad to Ireland and Scotland also contributed to the improvement of my knowledge,
skillsand attitudes. | met many colleaguesand made new friendships,exchanged ideas and problems. lloved Cork and
Dublin, Irish stew and Guiness beer. Irish islands and the sweeping landscape of Cliffs of Moher are places where
beauty, laughter and music come together, wrapped up in myths and legends. Also, the Scottish picturesque
landscape, golf courses, lakes and majestic scenery of St. Andrews, Stiring and Culross made my course even more

attractive. | instantly fel for the charms of Edinburgh, a gracious capital city, and Dunfermline where our training took
place..

My E-twinnig projects facilitated the cooperation beetween
ourselves and the other Europeans schools through the
Internet. Infact thay have helped merealize howto organize
the project and how to manage its activities. The projects
I've realized were " Unite Balkans", "Let's Discover Europe”
forwhich we got The European Quality Label, "The Source
of Life-Water", "The European Day of Languages" and "
Following the Preassigned Outlines of Project 2 Books"
Al these projects had an impact on both my students and
myself. In other words, the students started to value
themselves and their work, they got more interested in
learning even though they were not aware of studying . If

you engage your students in such work they will be excited
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Such cooperation among the teachers of 1

European countries andtheir pupilsenhancedthe

quality of school educationand emphasized the greaterindlusion in the European society. My experiencethrough

E-t winning projects encouraged me to carry on with the idea of becoming a coordinator for one of the Erasmus+
partnership schools projects.

I got involved in the Comenius partnership project * Europemix" 2012-2014 and became the coordinator of the
Erasmus + partnership project "The Healthier the Happier” 2014-2016.

Both projects changed my way of teaching. Once you get hooked up, you can't stop doing it! This is because
participating in such international projects and organizing student exchanges, like it or not, inspire you to acquire
professional knowledge andskills and undergo professional development.

In those two projects we visited many countries, got familiar with different school systems and cultures. We visited
Cyprus, France, Bulgaria, Slovakia, Greece, Turkey, Poland, Italy, Portugal andthe upcoming mobilitysin Romania.
We've participated in many activities such as surveysamong students regarding healthy habits, organized numerous
lectures and presentations about healthy nutrition and addictions. We have compared active and non- active life,
organized a jogging campaign and active breaks in order to promote exercise and sports. We recorded avideo (a play
"Healthy Life"), organized an exhibition of creative works displaying sports, advertised the consumption of natural
water, did research on GMO/ORGANIC foods, presented healthy recipes, organized competitions in hygiene, and
plantedanorganic garden aswell asa variety of other things.

Among other activities we wanted to promote healthy food items so we had a strawberry day, an apple day, filmed an
interview withour young footballstar Marko Pjacaand much, much more.
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Ihope I've motivatedyouto apply to The Agency for Mobility and European programs financed by the European Union,
because you get inspired and motivated. You start to find yourself looking for ways to improve your lessons and it's a
wonderful thing to know thatyou have friends beyond the borders of your country, whorm you can always visit orwho
can cometo visityou. Enjoy theopportunity tochangeyour professional, personaland social ffe.

Romana Simuni¢ Cvrtila prof
03 Borovje, Zagreb




